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As election time approaches, the different candi-
dates are ramping toward Election Day, including 
the nominations for state senator. 
Running for this year’s election for senator in-
clude Jim Oberweis, R-IL Re, Dick Durbin D-IL, 
and Libertarian Sharon Hansen.
Representing the Republican Party candidate is 
Oberweis, an entrepreneur, 
businessman and member of 
the Illinois senate. 
He is the Illinois Senator 
for the 25th district and the 
owner of Oberweis Dairy in 
north Aurora.
He was born in Sugar 
Grove.
Oberweis obtained his 
bachelor’s of art from the 
University of Illinois at 
Champaign-Urbana, and his master’s in business 
from the University of Chicago.
He supports term limits for politicians stating 
hat “incumbent politicians who already have pow-
er have rigged the system,” under the Jim Ober-
weis website.
Oberweis views the Affordable Healthcare Act 
as flawed, and believes it needs revision. 
He also supports tax reform by lowering rate 
which would lead to more jobs, according to his 
website. 
In education, Oberweis believes in placing 
teachers and parents in control over bureaucrats 
and unions as according to his statement under the 
Jim Oberweis website. 
“We cannot have teachers who fail the children 
and then are protected by a unionized system that 
makes it all but impossible to remove teachers who 
should be in another career,” he said. 
He is a pro-life supporter and believes the issue 
of gay marriage should not determine by the fed-
eral government or courts, but rather be left up to 
the states to decide, as according to his website. 
“I just don’t think it should be necessary to re-
define what has been a bedrock institution for 
thousands of years,” he said. 
Oberweis also believes in 
establishing a system similar 
to the Bracero program once 
established and securing the 
borders in terms of the im-
migration issue.
Under the program, 
workers would work in the 
US and return home sea-
sonally.
Running for a fourth 
term, Democratic candidate 
Senator Dick Durbin has served as Illinois sena-
tor since 1996.
He is the 47th Illinois Senator and also serves as 
the Assistant Majority Leader. 
Durbin was born in East St. Louis.
He obtained his bachelor’s of science in Foreign 
Science in 1996 and his doctorate degree in law in 
1969 from Georgetown University. 
Durbin has campaigned for the Bank on Stu-
dent Emergency Loan Refinancing Act, which 
would allow students to be able to lower their stu-
dent loan interest rate. 
The bill intended for student borrowers to save 
up to 2,000 by allowing those who have Federal 
Education loans or direct loans to refinance at 3.8 
percent, if their loan was take out before July 1, 
2013. 
In education, Durbin supported the Dream 
Act, which allows immigrant students to earn legal 
status if they meet specific criteria. 
Durbin approved investment in critical job 
training programs in Illinois, which would 
“ensure our workforce is trained and prepared 
for jobs in growing industries,” as according to the 
Dick Durbin website. 
Durbin also supported a compromised between 
party leaders to cut 10 per-
cent from the agricultural 
budget. 
He also worked on the 
Great Lakes Protection 
Act, and approves Med-
icate and social security 
benefits. 
He has also fought 
against tobacco and won 
a ban on smoking com-
mercial airline flights in 
1988 which later extended to all domestic flights, 
according to Durbin’s website. 
Sharon Hansen is running as libertarian for this 
year’s election. 
Hansen is from Edwards, but resides in Califor-
nia. 
While Hansen is not a career politician, she has 
been endorsed by Certified Constitutional Candi-
dates.
She obtained her nursing degree in 1972 in 
Oakland, Calif., and returned to school in 1982 
obtaining her bachelor’s degree in Nursing Science. 
Hansen shares her political views under her 
campaign website stating that the needs of the 
people should be first. 
VOL. 99 | NO. 47Thursday, Oct. 30, 2014 “TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID”
WWW.DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM
T
H
EDailyEastErnnEws
TRICKS AND TREATS
University Board hosted Nightmare 
on 7th Street at 7th Street
Underground Wednesday, where 
peopletook part in Halloween
festivities.
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‘THE NEXT EPISODE’
LeTrell ‘Snoop’ Viser, a junior 
transfer guard on the Eastern 
men’s basketball team, looks to 
fill a new role for the Panthers.
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By Samantha Middendorf
Entertainment Editor | @Samantha_EE
In the spirit of the fall season, many peo-
ple enjoy doing fall activities such as walk-
ing through corn mazes, baking and pump-
kin picking.
Luckily for Charleston and the rest of 
Central Illinois, all of these activities can be 
enjoyed at The Great Pumpkin Patch in Ar-
thur.
For Caleb and Lindsey Damery and their 
children Braylon and Lexie, of Mt. Zion, 
going to visit the pumpkin patch has quick-
ly become a tradition for their family.
“This will be our seventh year,” Lindsey 
Damery said. “We do the pumpkin patch 
every year and we always have to do the hay 
maze.”
Although there are various attractions at 
the patch, Lindsey Damery said her fami-
ly takes a particular liking to the pumpkins. 
“We pick out a pumpkin together every 
year,” Lindsey Damery said. “Last year we 
picked a 50 pounds pumpkin, which was 
fun because the kids get to scrape the gunk 
out.”
The Damery family tradition is not sole-
ly about picking pumpkins, but also creat-
ing lasting memories.
“We like getting their pictures taken by 
the same stuff every year, especially the 
pumpkin measuring chart, so we can see 
how much the kids have grown over the 
years,” she said.
Pumpkin Patch provides family fun 
JAR AD JARMON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Caleb Damery, Mount Zion, helps his son, Braylon, find the perfect pumpkin to take home. Caleb has come to the patch for several 
years now and said he enjoys seeing his kids participate and enjoy the annual tradition.
PUMPKIN, page 5 
By Bob Galuski
Editor-in-Chief | @BobGaluski
As the race for state treasurer heats up, candi-
date Mike Frerichs stopped at Eastern Wednes-
day as part of his “downstate swing.” 
Traveling through the state south of Chicago, 
Frerichs is on a mission to visit various areas, in-
cluding a number of colleges. 
Frerichs, who has served on the Illinois Sen-
ate since 2006, is now running for state treasurer. 
Frerichs said as he is going through the colleg-
es, he understands the importance and the strug-
gles of college students trying to minimize their 
debt. 
“For the first time student debt is greater than 
credit card debt,” he said. 
Frerichs said he wants to help push through 
the Pay It Forward, Pay It Back bill in the sen-
ate, which would have post-graduates paying for 
college, rather than undergraduates trying to pay 
while they are still in college. 
Frerichs said during his voyage through down-
state Illinois, he has come into contact with fam-
ilies that have taken out loans and have had it 
cost more since the Bright Start funding lost 
more than $150 million. 
Treasurer 
candidate 
comes to 
Eastern
JIM OBERWEIS DICK DURBIN SHARON HANSEN
 Senate candidates prepare for elections
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By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor  | @BertoHodge 
When she was preparing to come 
out of the closet, she was up for a 
tenured position at the university, 
which put her in a complicated sit-
uation. 
Lisa Moyer, a professor of family 
consumer science, identifies as gay.
“It was a difficult choice, but 
I decided I had to practice what I 
preach—to me it was important not 
to live a lie,” Moyer said. 
Though she inevitably received 
tenure, Moyer represents a sexual 
minority on campus, and she said 
most people recognize she is a les-
bian. 
“I don’t keep it quiet. Sometimes 
there’s pressure to speak up about 
issues that affect the LGBTQ pop-
ulation even if I don’t necessarily 
want to,” Moyer said. “I feel like I 
need to, and that’s hard.” 
Despite being open about her 
sexuality, Moyer now has to walk a 
fine line between being supportive 
and not being seen as pushing the 
“gay agenda.” 
The gay agenda is a derogatory 
term used to describe anyone who 
identifies under the umbrella of 
LGBTQA as pushing to make every 
issue a gay issue, which Moyer said 
is not necessarily true. 
Ruben Quesada, a professor of 
English, said those who come from 
places of privilege or power may see 
a concern raised from a marginal-
ized group as a complaint. 
“That utterance is coming from 
someone who does not empathize 
with that group of people who have 
been oppressed,” Quesada said. 
Quesada, who is gay and Latino, 
said people should realize that there 
has always been a “straight agenda,” 
and mentioning a gay agenda is an 
excuse for saying that their lifestyle 
is not legitimate.  
“We’re (seen) as always pushing, 
it’s more of a homophobic term,” 
Moyer said. 
Moyer said a good example of 
this agenda pushing is when she 
and a graduate coordinator have 
had discussions about inclusivity; 
she was conflicted with wanting to 
inform students who come to her 
about discrimination issues. 
“That was really hard for me; do 
I push the ‘gay agenda’ and have 
this conversation about inclusion?” 
Moyer said. 
Because she is a gay instruc-
tor, she tries not to seem too pushy 
about certain issues on campus, 
which means she has to balance be-
ing an instructor advising others on 
ways of inclusivity, and being a gay 
instructor telling others not to dis-
criminate against other gay people 
on campus. 
She is a professor and she is gay, 
but she wants to be treated equally 
and not seen as the “agenda push-
ing” gay professor. 
Moyer said if the tables were 
turned and she were a straight wom-
an advocating for gay issues, there 
would be no problems—no stigmas; 
she would be seen as an ally. 
“I’ve been in a room before when 
they thought I was straight,” Moy-
er said. 
This type of experience is an ex-
ample of the privilege straight peo-
ple possess because of heteronor-
mativity, which is the assumption 
that straight relationships are the 
only acceptable norm. Those who 
are heterosexual can sometimes as-
sume that everyone they meet is 
also straight and therefore not think 
twice about what they say about 
those who are not. 
However, Moyer said there was a 
time when she was in a straight rela-
tionship; she was married and had a 
husband. They were married for 19 
years—he was her best friend, but 
she began to realize that she was not 
happy and did not understand why.
Moyer said they went to marriage 
counseling hoping to fix whatever 
latent issue was there, but the prob-
lem was she simply was not attract-
ed to him anymore. Moyer said she 
had no idea she was gay—it never 
occurred to her. 
Moyer said she would see cer-
tain s igns of  her homosexual i-
ty and brush them off, Moyer said 
she always had a web of homosexu-
al friends around her, but she saw it 
as being supportive or empathetic. 
Mentally, this was an issue for 
her to realize there was a whole new 
person inside of her that she never 
really knew existed. 
“I was thinking wow, I’m a les-
bian—what do I do now? It would 
have been a lot easier not to be,” 
Moyer said.  
Many of the issues people from 
the LGBTQA community  face 
come down to personal religious be-
liefs; everyone focuses so much on 
the factor of homosexuality and sex, 
which is similar to how African-
Americans are at times over-sexual-
ized, Moyer said. 
Additionally,  Moyer is  legal-
ly married to her wife, but not ful-
ly comfortable holding her hand in 
public or even kissing her because 
people may have an aversion to see-
ing the two displaying affection. 
“It’s just this fear that some-
one will lash out—it’s always in the 
back of my mind; ‘be careful who’s 
watching.’” Moyer said. 
Moyer said things are getting bet-
ter with LGBT issues being pushed 
to the forefront; now more than 30 
states have legalized gay marriage. 
 
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
 or rlhodge@eiu.edu. 
LGBTQA faculty speak about struggles 
By Jarvis Burks
Staff Repor ter |  @DEN_News
Sigma Tau Delta Honor Society 
hosted its first Gothtober event 
where volunteer faculty members 
from the English department shed 
light on the different facets of the 
Goth culture.
Tales of Edgar Allen Poe, vam-
pires ,  Br i t i sh  punk music  and 
Char les  Dickens’  A Chri s tmas 
Carol were all incorporated into 
presentations giving by various 
professors in the English depart-
ment, all tying back to the Goth 
culture
Charles Wharram, the director 
of the Humanities Center, facili-
tated the event, introducing each 
speaker and tying in his own views 
on the topic.
Wharram showed a home vid-
eo on “Gothic Parenting” where 
his 5-year-old son watched a vid-
eo and gaged his reaction.
Topics  ranged from Goth in 
museums, post-modern Gothic, 
the birth of Goth music in Brit-
ish post-punk music and “Christ-
mas Gothic”
“We mostly just wanted to be 
able to hear our favorite professors 
talk about the Gothic culture and 
combine it with Halloween,” said 
Ashley Samoska, the events coor-
dinator of Sigma Tau Delta.
 “We did student presentations 
last week, so we thought it would 
be really cool to see what faculty 
had to say and it would be a good 
way to close it because they have 
way more expertise than we do.”
Marjorie G. Worthington, an 
English professor, spoke on post 
modern Gothic, what we see in 
our day in age and how it differs 
from Goth in the past. 
“The post-modern Gothic i s 
about going viral,  about things 
that seem innocent and enticing, 
but when you click on them, they 
suddenly infect  you and those 
around you.
 The infect ion i s  quick  and 
un l i k e  t h e  t r ad i t i ona l  Go th -
ic, it spreads beyond the haunt-
ed house, to threaten the whole 
world,” she said. “The post-mod-
ern Gothic thinks globally and 
acts local ly,  so watch out,  i t  is 
right behind you.
Worthington said even though 
Gothic seems a bit outdated, it is 
still alive and working in the mod-
ern world. 
“Welcome now to the 21st cen-
tury where Gothic fear lives on, 
but looks very different," she said.
"The terror is real, yes, but you 
can’t  p inpoint  where  i t  comes 
from, and whi le  you might  be 
running, you might not be sure 
what you’re running from,” she 
said. 
Randall Beebe, an English pro-
f e s so r  and  d i rec to r  o f  g r adu -
ate studies, presented on Christ-
mas Gothic, Ghost Stories told on 
Christmas Eve, and the difference 
between horror and terror.
“If  you leave the room with 
anything today,  I  want  you to 
leave knowing this: the difference 
between horror and terror.  We 
use them synonymously often, but 
they’re not the same,” Beebe said. 
“Horror, the zombie actually grab-
bing you, the bad guy chasing you, 
you’re scared, that’s shock. Terror 
is much more psychological be-
cause it’s uncertain. Is there a zom-
bie chasing me? Is he ready to grab 
me? Or am I just imagining it?”
Jarvis Burks can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or jlburks@eiu.edu.
Honor Society shows off Goth culture
SHAHMIR HAQ |THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
 Angela Vietto, An English professor presents at the Gothber Faculty 
Presentation on Wednesday in the 1895 Room of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Union.
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Chelsea Ray, sophomore public relations major, performing at 7th Street Underground in the Martin Luther King Junior University Union at "Nightmare" 
open mic night.
By Cassie Buchman
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
“Nightmare on 7th Street” was a 
night full of passionate performanc-
es, creative costumes and spooky vid-
eos Wednesday in the 7th Street Un-
derground.
The University Board main stage 
hosted the event. 
The decorations set the mood at 
the beginning of the night, with ta-
bles set with black tablecloths, filled 
with candy, flickering plastic candles, 
little jack-o-lantern baskets and spi-
der rings. Tied to the table were long 
orange and round black balloons.
Though there were a few technical 
difficulties, that didn’t stop the per-
formers or the hosts. Before the per-
formances began, there was popcorn 
being made and people giving out 
raffle tickets.
The first performer of the night 
was Chelsea Ray, a sophomore com-
munication studies major, reading an 
original poem called “The Struggle”. 
The poem explored themes such 
as the struggle of wondering how 
to pay for things, how life is tough, 
and most of all, how she refuses to 
give up. Ray also performed another 
poem entitled “Why the Pain.”
After Ray’s poems, the hosts 
played a prank video showing an ac-
tor wearing a Chucky costume and 
running out of a movie poster, chas-
ing unsuspecting people waiting at a 
bus stop. The audience could be seen 
laughing and cheering as the people 
tried to get away. 
The video was followed by some 
Halloween trivia questions asked of 
the audience, such as the name of 
the uncle in the Addams family. The 
person who answered correctly re-
ceived a cowbell.
Shadezja Garrett, a sophomore 
journalism major, then played a 
medley of songs including “Mar-
vin’s Room,” “Superman” and “All 
My Life.”
“(Performing) was pretty cool, es-
pecially performing in front of peo-
ple I know.” Garrett said after the 
show. “This was more of a mel-
low environment, not so big, not 
so broad, so I was more in with the 
crowd.” 
After another video featuring a 
mechanical demon baby terrorizing 
the public, there was another set of 
poems by Shamerea Richards, a se-
nior communication studies major. 
Reading them off of her phone, she 
performed her poems “Friday” and 
“P.O.W.”
Claire Joy Castelli, a sophomore 
marketing major, then performed 
her rendition of “Taylor the Latte 
Boy” with a piano accompanist. Af-
ter Castelli’s performance, one young 
poet debuted his original poem for 
the first time.
With the conclusion of the per-
formances came the costume con-
test. The costumes included a hippie, 
devil, Luigi, a person with a mon-
key mask and banana costume and a 
break-dancer. 
The audience’s cheers decided the 
contest, with the two finalists being 
Luigi and the monkey/banana per-
son.
The contest took a competitive 
turn here when Shamerea Richards, 
who dressed up as Luigi, said, “It’s 
a me, Luigi, and I’mma whoop this 
monkey’s ass.”
In the end, Luigi emerged as the 
winner with the most enthusiasm 
from the audience, and treated the 
audience to a victory dance.
The raffle ended the night, with 
three lucky audience members win-
ning some scary movies on DVD.
Kendall Hurst, a junior corpo-
rate communication major, said 
that something she liked about the 
show was that “all of (the acts) were 
unique, and (they) made it their 
own.”
The host of the show, Angela Da-
vis, a junior sociology major, said the 
show “exceeded (her) expectations.
“Because there was another event 
(going on tonight), we didn’t expect 
many people,” she said. “But we def-
initely had a great turnout.”
She also said that hosting was a 
good experience.
“It was a fun to learn how to work 
for the crowd,” she said. “I don’t like 
speaking in front of people, so it’s 
good practice. I was so happy to see 
old and new faces, and I hope to see 
them again.”
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Scary Talent shown at ‘Nightmare on 7th Street’
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He shrugged at me and said flippant-
ly, “They’re my brothers,” as he lifted the 
sleeve of his shirt to show me the hid-
eous brand mark—still healing with a 
film of dead skin peeling away from the 
scab. 
I cleared my throat and said, “You 
could have gotten a serious infection.” 
With his eyes averted from my face, 
he replied in an as-a-matter-of-factly 
tone, “I suffer. They suffer. We all suffer 
together. The pain we endure binds us 
together like nothing else.” 
That last statement always makes the 
hairs on my arms sit up. One could hard-
ly call it overreacting when you have to 
stand by and watch a friend being put in 
harm’s way. 
And yes, I do mean that you don’t 
really have a choice at some point but 
to just watch it unravel. It doesn’t make 
much of a difference in what way you 
put it: “It’s not safe. It just isn’t normal.” 
It’s been so ingrained in their minds 
that the only way to gain respect is 
through punishment. Then, they’re 
told to not feel so bad about it because 
bunches of other people on their line are 
experiencing the same thing. 
If a group of my friends all had to 
stand in row and get whacked on the 
backs of their knees with a broom, I 
would probably feel inclined to run—not 
stand there and think, “Well, everyone 
else is taking it.” 
For three long, hard years I’ve had to 
inhale deeply and bite down on my lip to 
keep from hurting others’ feelings. But 
enough is enough. I’ve seen far too many 
intelligent young men and women, black 
and white, fall into the same trap. 
I’ve seen them turn their backs on old 
friends, have seen them genuinely ter-
rified, too afraid to leave their rooms 
in fear that a group member will attack 
them. 
I’m sick of watching it happen and 
hearing about supervisors turning the 
other cheek and allowing it to happen. 
Maybe it’s just me. Maybe it’s some-
thing that belongs to their world that I’ll 
never understand. 
But honestly, I don’t have to try to 
understand it. I don’t tolerate bullying, 
and hazing is and always will be a severe 
form of bullying. As someone who was 
bullied and tormented for years, it makes 
my stomach roll in on itself when I see 
students react to this violence with such 
passivity. It’s not right and it’s not fair 
to treat another human being in such a 
manner. It’s disgusting. 
I want to understand why people allow 
themselves to get hazed just so they can 
feel they’re a part of something impor-
tant, but it infuriates me. 
Wouldn’t it be more respectable to 
evaluate the integrity of the person rath-
er than judging their worth by their will-
ingness to be broken down? 
“...but they break you down to build 
you back up!” What does this phrase 
even mean? 
Essentially, that because recruiters 
aren’t satisfied with who I already am as 
a person, they need to deconstruct and 
mold me back together into another bit-
ter, angry bully. 
Soon, the inner dialogue begins to 
play out like this: “They’re not happy 
with who I am; therefore, they must tor-
ment me until I believe that I’m beneath 
them. I’m the same as everyone else.” 
“There is nothing special or differ-
ent about me. We are all the same here. 
We all experience a collective suffer-
ing because it is just part of the ritual. It 
will be over soon and one day I can teach 
others as well.” 
“Until I believe that without them I 
do not have an identity, then I am not 
whole. I am not a happy person. I am a 
clan-less, wandering outcast. I have no 
clique. I have no life.” 
Are the letters embroidered on a black 
schoolbag or flashy jacket really worth 
getting branded and humiliated? We are 
better than this.
Hazing is a form of abuse. 
We have very colorful anti-hazing 
awareness banners that we proudly sign 
our names on, but we all know that it 
still happens behind closed doors. 
If we provide these individuals some 
help—the abusers and those being 
abused—then maybe we could all under-
stand why it still happens. 
As intelligent, sensible, educated 
young adults, we should strive to stop 
any form of hazing because we are aware 
of the immense psychological toll that 
takes on a person. Everyone reacts differ-
ently. Some repress the events endured, 
others accept the abuse passively, and 
some react severely.
No one should have to feel terrorized 
or manipulated into joining a group of 
people whose unified goals are to use, 
abuse, torment, and humiliate others. 
In what way will the abuse help shape 
the persons they will become in the 
future? 
Has it occurred to anyone that you 
might not want to put on your resume, 
“I believe that the beatings and humiliat-
ing activities I was forced to participate 
in and the instances in which I have bul-
lied and manipulated others has made me 
a much stronger, more solidified human 
being”?
It shouldn’t be considered normal for 
a group of students to emotionally, psy-
chologically, and physically mistreat a 
younger, more vulnerable group of stu-
dents. 
They should feel welcomed, not ostra-
cized for their appearances or differences. 
They should feel as though they 
are truly at home, where they always 
belonged, with true siblings. 
They should feel empowered. 
They should feel a strong sense of sup-
port from all angles—not fall asleep at 
night feeling harassed, scared, and lost.  
Margorie Clemente is a junior English major. She can 
be reached at 581-7912 or denopinions@gmail.com
Margorie Clemente
 A few meager letters aren’t worth the abuse
“Try to be a rainbow in some-
one’s cloud.”
- Maya Angelou
STAFF EDITORIAL
Illinois needs a new,
revamped tax code
When Ralph Maritire entered Buzzard 
Auditorium Monday, he shook up the way 
we think about tax policy by linking it 
to property tax and how test scores have 
determined who would succeed and who 
won’t. 
There’s no doubt about it. Illinois is 
in desperate need of a revamp, a reboot, 
a retooling to help diminish its financial 
woes. However, in the mad shuffle of pen-
sions, deficits and loans, we forget that 
one of the base problems stems from our 
education system. 
Of course funding for education allows 
it to flourish a bit more, and maybe help 
more children reach their potential. We 
all know that. But what Illinois needs is a 
new look at how it approaches a decades 
old problem. 
When property tax is being used to 
fund schools, it seems only natural that 
high-income areas would produce high-
er quality education facilities, while low-
income areas produce lower-quality 
schools. 
But that’s clearly a problem. When stu-
dents are not given the equal opportuni-
ty to succeed, it impedes on the Ameri-
can Dream, it impedes on basic rights, and 
should have a hard look taken at it. 
Here’s the thing, though. It won’t 
change until ideas about what should be 
taxed and what shouldn’t be are given a 
reboot. 
That’s what Maritire proposes. Looking 
at items that are intangiable, such as hair-
cuts and food service, and taxing them in 
order to increase revenue to the schools 
marks a good stepping stone. 
Like Maritire said during his speech, 
many other states tax intangible, rath-
er than just tangible like Illinois. And we 
don’t see buses of people heading over the 
boarder to get a tax-free haircut. 
Giving the retirement funds a taxation, 
but still allowing retirees to live above the 
poverty line, will help the flow incredibly. 
In fact, Martire projects $1.2 billion from 
retirement revenue if the income is taxed 
according the bracket. 
This is an important time in Illinois. 
This is a time where we can continue to 
shrink into the darkness, the dense fog 
that is financial purgatory. Or we can fig-
ure out a new solution to an old problem. 
The solution begins and ends with tax-
ation. Instead of cutting costs, which 
means cutting jobs, look at what other 
states — Ohio, Wisconsin and Indiana for 
example—have been doing. 
Because whatever it is, it’s working. 
They’re not in a mountain of debt like 
the Land of Lincoln, but instead have 
been able to prosper. That comes from 
a revamped look at our tax system. Start 
where the problem is—schools. We need 
to fix our schools. And to fix our schools 
we need money. Money comes from taxes. 
It shouldn’t be this hard. 
Let’s get our state back on track. Let’s 
revamp our tax system. 
JOHN WARD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Quote of the Day:
Frerichs said he wants to shake up 
the treasurer’s office, if elected. He said 
he knows Illinois is a good investment 
and wants to have it work. 
Voting for state treasurer is Nov. 4, 
and Frerichs is going up against Re-
publican Tom Cross and Libertarian 
Matthew Skopek. 
Rep. Cross first was elected to of-
fice in 1992.  Now, Republican leader, 
Cross is running against Frerichs and 
Skopek for treasurer. 
Cross wants to institute quarterly 
audits of the Bright Start College Sav-
ings program to ensure funds are being 
invested wisely and safely — all in or-
der to protect the college savings of Il-
linois families. 
Cross also works for reform and 
wants to establish a Government In-
tegrity Unit to further transparency 
within the political system. 
Matthew Skopek, running on the 
Libertarian party, also appears on the 
ballot. In order to appear on a ballot, 
the third party candidate needs to gar-
ner five percent of the vote. 
Like Cross, Skopek also stands on a 
platform of transparency for the gov-
ernment and the people. 
Skopek clarifies, stating taxpayers 
have the right to specific financial in-
formation, not summarized broad cat-
egories. He also said he would want to 
“tear into Illinois financial records and 
bring everything to the public.” 
The polls open Nov. 4 for voting. 
 
Bob Galuski can be reached 
at 581-2812 or deneic@gmail.com.
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Any Coles County voter with a valid registration may vote during the early 
voting period.  However, any vote cast is final and may not be revoked and 
the voter will not be eligible to cast a vote on Election Day.
Monday, October 20, 2014 - Friday, October 24, 2014                      
Monday, October 27, 2014 - Friday, October 31,2014             
EARLY VOTING
 EIU-BRIDGE LOUNGE
Coles County Clerk’s Office 
217.348.0524
12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m.
GRACE PERIOD REGISTRATION/VOTING 
(must vote in EIU Union):
November 4, 2014
8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
October 31st & November 1st 6:00pm - 3:00am 
Building Tours 6:00-11:00 (each hour)  
15 maximum each hour $10.00 per person 
Ghost Investigation 12:00am - 3:00am $10 per person  
Movies playing 6:15 - 8:00 - 9:45 (no charge) 
Camping $5.00 per person bring your own tent 
MUST BE AGE 18 AND OLDER  or accompanied by a parent.  SIGNED WAIVERS REQUIRED   
NO ALCOHOL ALLOWED - AE package Ghost Investigation, building tour & Camping $20 
Sorority & Fraternity events available 
contact us for more information 
217-899-9978 or robbin@mwii.net 
» CLASS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on 
what’s happening at EIU and in Charleston!
Ashlea Bopp, of Decatur, and 
Amanda Sullivan of Assumption, have 
been friends for 22 years.  When they 
were children they would visit the 
patch together, and now they bring 
out their families.
“I used to come every year when I 
was younger, my parents used to bring 
me,” Bopp said.
The speed at which the patch devel-
ops new themes and attractions for vis-
itors keep the families coming back ev-
ery year, Bopp said.
“It’s crazy to look at it now, and 
compare it to what it was,” she said. 
“When I used to come it used to be 
a little barn area with the “Wizard of 
Oz” scene set up where you would 
push a button and the wicked witch 
would pop out and scare you.  That 
was about it.” 
These attractions are in direct corre-
lation with how many customers come 
back year-to-year, Bopp said.
“They keep progressing and add-
ing new things every year,” she said. “I 
think the more new things they bring 
out, the more new people will want to 
come and enjoy.”
Although Bopp said her fami-
ly hasn’t visited the patch for the past 
four years, they still have their favor-
ite attractions.
”All of the setups to take pictures 
are great and we love all the shops and 
stores,” Bopp said.
Mac Condill, an owner of the 
pumpkin patch, said the patch had a 
high turnout last year, and plans to have 
an even larger audience this season.
“Last year we had 53,000 in seven 
to eight weeks,” Condill said.
Condill said many people ask what 
the patch does with the extra pumpkins 
and squash at the end of each season.
“We donate our pumpkins that are 
leftover,” Condill said. “Last year, we 
donated five tons to the Eastern Illi-
nois Food Bank.”  
Many other pumpkins and squash 
are given to local farms to help feed 
the livestock.
“Most of our pumpkins that are left 
go to either sheep farmers, goat farm-
ers, pig farmers or cow farmers because 
those animals love pumpkins.”
Throughout the years, an interest in 
pumpkin patches has peaked through-
out society.
“People are looking to be connect-
ed to the land,” Condill said.  “People, 
whether they know it or not, are long-
ing to get out on a working farm, or 
just outside in general, to walk in the 
grass, get a little grassy and experience 
nature in a family setting.”
The Condill family runs the Great 
Pumpkin Patch.  In 2014, they are cele-
brating their 25th Anniversary with the 
patch.  Five generations have grown-up 
working at the pumpkin patch.
For those that do not want to pick 
pumpkins, they Homestead Bakery 
and Homestead Seeds shop is open 
with homemade products to purchase 
such as pumpkin cookies, freshly made 
breads and salsas.
The Great Pumpkin Patch is open 
daily from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. through 
Nov. 1.
Samantha Middendorf can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or semiddendorf@eiu.edu.
JAR AD JARMON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The Great Pumpkin Patch has a large pile of numerous different types of pumpkin and squash placed in the 
middle of the area. The patch has several pumpkins from multiple different regions such as France, where pump-
kins are red.
» PUMPKIN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
E a c h  f a l l  s e a s o n  n e w  a t t r a c t i o n s  a r e  a d d e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t u r n o u t .
MIKE FRERICHS MAT THE W SKOPEK TOM CROSS
I believe all who are entrusted with a 
position in Government must serve the 
public, not themselves and their wealthy 
donors,” Hansen said.
She supports prohibition of marijua-
na laws, and believes the issue should be 
addressed as a misdemeanor with a small 
fine if it is not legalized. 
Hansen supports pro-life and the use 
of birth control, but believes birth con-
trol is a personal choice and should not be 
enforced through employee health, as ac-
cording to her campaign website.
When it comes to gay marriage, Han-
sen believes that while they should have 
the same rights, they do not need govern-
mental permission to live as a couple. 
“We don’t need to change the defini-
tion of marriage in order for them to live 
the life they choose,” Hansen states in her 
campaign website.
Hansen also believes in the dissolving 
of the Department of Education, viewing 
it as a “non-valid role” of the federal gov-
ernment.
Under her campaign website, Hansen 
says it leads to increased taxes and “abuse 
by the layers of bureaucracy created,” and 
dissolving it will help improve the econ-
omy. 
She also shares the Libertarian Party’s 
experience with the Republican Party and 
says people should have a choice.
“We fought the Republican party for 2 
1/2 months to get on the ballot,” she said. 
“Republicans spent a lot of money trying 
to keep us off the ballot because they don’t 
want you to have a choice.”
Hansen said people deserve to have an-
other choice, and that “Republicans and 
Democrats have run this Country for far 
too long.”
More information for the democratic 
and republican candidates can be found 
under the Dick Durbin and Jim Ober-
weis websites. 
Further information about the lib-
ertarian party can be found under 
Sharon Hansen’s campaign website. 
 
  Debby Hernandez can be reached at   
     581-2812 or dhernandez5@eiu.edu.
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For rent
Transfers, Grads, Faculty, Staff  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
Let people know that you’re
by placing a help wanted ad in the DEN!
NEED TO FILL A POSITION?
CLASSIFIEDS
Check out our photo galleries online!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
Help wanted
Tweet
   Tweet
Follow the Daily Eastern 
News Twitter!
den_news
appp
City Editor Needed
Build your Portfolio | Get Paid to Write
Requirements include:
Must be a Student         
Must have a car
Apply at The DEN
1811 Buzzard
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Announcements
10,000+ COSTUMES FOR RENT! Plus 
hats, wigs, makeup, beads, masks, 
birthday and Bachelorette stuff. 
GRAND BALL COSTUMES, 609 Sixth 
Street, Charleston. Mon-Fri: Noon to 6, 
Sat: Noon to 3.
_________________________10/31
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse. Call 24 
hours for details, 630-505-8374
_________________________10/30
EIUStudentRentals.com
217-345-1815
_________________________10/30
Large 1 bedroom apartment across 
from Doudna. Reasonable.
217-345-2416
_________________________10/31
Leasing for Fall 2015 has begun! 1, 2, 3 
BR - 4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com,
217-348-1479
_________________________10/31
MELROSE & BROOKLYN NOW LEAS-
ING 2015-16 Fully furnished apts., pri-
vate bathrooms, walk-in closets, balco-
ny, W/D, internet and cable included! 
Only 2 blocks from campus! Nicest 
apartments in Charleston, why would 
you settle for less? 217-345-5515
melroseonfourth.com
_________________________10/31
The Hideout-25 minutes from Charles-
ton. Hiring dancers 18 and older. $500 
cash a night. Transportation available. 
217-348-0288
_________________________10/31
Part-time server and kitchen help 
wanted. Hunan Restaurant in Mattoon. 
217-234-4855. 
_________________________11/21
For rent
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk from 
EIU, stove, fridge, Microwave, dish-
washer, W/D, New carpet and paint. 
Parking Included, water & trash pd. 
348-7746
_________________________10/31
Youngstown Apartments - Spring Se-
mester - 2 studios, 1 large BR & 2 BR 
townhouse. Call for rates and schedule 
your showing, 217-345-2363.
_________________________10/31
For 2015 - 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR Apts. Carlyle 
Apartments. 348-7746
_________________________10/31
January 2015 - 1 BR Apts., all applianc-
es & W/D. Trash pd.
www.CharlestonILApts.com 348-7746
_________________________10/31
2 BR Apts. as low as $285/person, All 
appliances some with dishwasher, 
washer/dryer, or garage. Trash pd 
some with water pd. As close as 3 
blocks to campus 348-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
_________________________10/31
Youngstown Apartments - Available 
Now - 2 BR and 3 BR townhouse. Avail-
able Spring Semester - 2 studio units. 
Call for your showing, 217-345-2363.
_________________________10/31
Move-in today! Huge 2 bedroom 2 
bath apt on 4th. New construction, 
Washer/Dryer, Private balcony & more! 
Come see & make me an offer!
217-345-5515
_________________________10/31
Leasing for Fall 2015 has begun!  1, 2, 3 
BR/ 4 great locations.
www.TRICOUNTYMG.com
217-348-1479
_________________________10/31
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 
2015-2016 school year. Call
217-962-0790. Appliances included.
__________________________11/1
For rent
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 GREAT 
LOCATION, one block from cam-
pus, 4 and 6 BEDROOM HOUSES. 
Please contact us for more informa-
tion.
217-348-8249 www.ppwrentals.com
________________________ 11/3
GIVE US A CALL! NEXT TO BUZ-
ZARD 1, 2, 3, 4 BD APT. 1812 9TH, 
FALL 2015/ 3 BD. 1205 GRANT, 
AVAILABLE DEC. 2014. sammyren-
tals.com CALL OR TEXT 217-549-
4011 OR MESSAGE 217-348-0673
________________________ 11/3
BOWERS RENTALS-SPRING SE-
MESTER
Spacious 1-3 BR Duplexes. Great 
discounted rates! Close to campus! 
Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
________________________ 11/4
BOWERS RENTALS-FALL 2015
If you’re having trouble finding the 
right place for you, check out our 
great locations! Nice 1-6 BR homes 
starting at $325/mo. 1 minute walk 
to Lantz! Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
________________________ 11/4
Village Rentals 2015-2016 leasing 
student housing, newly remodeled 
1 & 2 BR apts. water & trash includ-
ed. 2-4 BR houses close to campus 
and pet friendly. 217-345-2516 for 
an appointment.
www.charlestonvillagerentals.com
________________________ 11/5
5 bedroom house, 1836 11th, $325 
each A/D, W/D, D/W partial covered 
large patio, 217-345-3273.
________________________ 11/7
4-6 bedroom house, 1521 2nd, $325 
each A/C, W/D off street parking,
217-345-3273.
________________________ 11/7
For rent
6 bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1, 6 total, 1906 11th, $350 
each, large yard and patio. A/C, D/W, 
W/D. 217-345-3273
__________________________11/7
Fall 2015. Group of 4 or 5 persons 
needed for 1837 11th St. Close to cam-
pus. $300 for 5 or $350 for 4. No mon-
ey down at signing. Very nice 5 bed-
room, 3 bath, 2 laundry areas, de-
tached garage for smokers. Pets extra. 
Call or text 217-728-7426. 
_________________________11/10
FOR 2015-2016:  VERY NICE 1-8 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS. 
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAM-
PUS.  CALL 217-493-7559. 
myeiuhome.com  
_________________________11/21
FALL 2015: 3, 4, & 5 BR houses. Close to 
campus. Includes all appliances and 
garbage. Call or text 217-649-6508. 
keslerodle.com
_________________________11/21
Properties available on 7th St. 5 or 6 BR 
houses, Studio, 3, or 4 BR Apartments. 
Most utilities paid on apartments. Call 
(217) 855-8521
_________________________11/21
Available for Fall 2015- 3, 2 and 1 bed-
room apartments and duplex.
RCRRentals.com 217-345-5832
_________________________12/11
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio 1, 2 
& 3 bedroom apartments. Great loca-
tions. ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_________________________12/15
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2015 A studio 
apartment, located in “The Fields” 
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
_________________________12/15
Love DENthe
follow us on twitter
@den_news
@den_sports
@den_verge
A graveyard smash
A JA TAYLOR | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Students dress up and dance during Monster Bash in the basement of Andrews Hall on Wednes-
day.
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Anthony Goodman, a junior defensive back for the Eastern football team, tackles  wide receiver Weldon Garlington in Eastern’s 28-3 win against Tennes-
see State at Homecoming on Oct. 25. Goodman was named the Ohio Valley Conference Defensive Player of the Week.
By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
Going up against the best statisti-
cal defense in the Ohio Valley Con-
ference, the Eastern football team 
made a statement in its 28-3 Home-
coming win over Tennessee State.
The game plan was simple for 
Eastern coach Kim Dameron. As 
long as the offense held in there long 
enough to score in the second half, 
the Panthers’ defense would cage in 
the Tigers.
“We talked about it going in, if 
we didn’t allow them to run the ball, 
they were going to make some pass-
ing yards, but we felt like if we didn’t 
turn it over on offense and kind of it 
gave the game to our defense and let 
them go out and play that we’d have 
a good chance and that’s what hap-
pened,” Dameron said.
A Lane Clark 42-yard field goal, 
with 11:40 left in the third quar-
ter was the only score the Tigers 
scratched out against Eastern on Sat-
urday. While the Panthers offense 
wore down Tennessee State’s defense 
in the second half, rushing for 233 
yards and two long touchdowns, 
Eastern’s defense only got stronger, 
putting points up as well.
Anthony Goodman’s 46-yard in-
terception return, with less than 
three minutes remaining in the third 
quarter extended Eastern’s lead to 
14-3. 
“There’s no question that had to 
be the play of the game,” Dameron 
said. 
It was Goodman’s second inter-
ception of the season and Eastern’s 
first of two in the second half against 
the Tigers. Overall, Eastern’s defense 
forced three turnovers Saturday, add-
ing a fumble recovery at its own 14-
yard line in the fourth quarter, when 
Tennessee State was on the verge of 
scoring.
Dameron had praise for the Ti-
gers’ defense after the game, as they 
had entered as the No. 3 ranked de-
fense in the FCS, but his defense 
proved to be better.
“Their defense, I can’t say enough 
about their defense, they play hard 
and they play well, they’re athletic, 
they’re good, but I’m more proud of 
ours,” Dameron said.
The Panthers improved to 3-1 in 
the Ohio Valley Conference and in 
the last two games against Southeast 
Missouri and Tennessee State, their 
defense has forced eight turnovers. 
During those two games, Eastern’s 
offense has had zero turnovers, as the 
Panthers have outscored the Red-
hawks and Tigers 80-16.
In their four OVC games this sea-
son, Eastern has a plus-nine turnover 
margin, which is No. 1 in the con-
ference. Jacksonville State has the 
second best margin at plus four.
No question, Dameron said, turn-
overs have led to success. 
“I know we were coaching the 
heck out of it and I know the things 
that we were saying and doing and 
how we were practicing and every-
thing else did not change from week 
to week,” Dameron said.
But it wasn’t always this good for 
Eastern. Starting the season with a 
Big Ten opponent in Minnesota, fol-
lowed by two games against teams 
with a combined record of 12-4, 
in Illinois State and Southern Illi-
nois-Carbondale, the Panthers then 
played their second FBS team in 
Ohio.
A 63-0 thrashing of Austin Peay 
prior to their Sept. 27, game at Ohio 
was the Panthers’ only win in their 
first five games. During that stretch, 
Eastern was outscored 148-75, not 
including the win at home against 
the Governors. 
Then came a second-half deba-
cle at Eastern Kentucky, where the 
Panthers had three turnovers start-
ing near the end of the third quar-
ter and into overtime, when they lost 
36-33. The defeat dropped Eastern 
to 1-5 overall.
Yet, no one was rattled on East-
ern.
“I’m just very proud of the fact 
that not only our players, but also 
our coaches that we stuck on our 
message,” Dameron said. “We didn’t 
panic, we just kept talking about it.”
The turnovers. In the first six 
games the Panthers were at a minus-
four turnover margin. 
But against Tennessee State, it 
wasn’t only getting interceptions and 
fumbles, it was stopping the Tigers 
at the goal line that brought even 
more confidence to the Panthers.
Tennessee State was 1-of-2 in 
fourth-down conversions, but the 
one it failed came on fourth and goal 
from the one-yard line, as the Tigers 
were ready to tie the game at sev-
en in the second quarter. Defensive 
lineman Dino Fanti made the tack-
le for a loss of two yards, keeping the 
Tigers out of the end zone.
Going back to the Southeast Mis-
souri game in the previous week, the 
Eastern defense did not allow a sin-
gle point for four straight quarters. 
Now, the Panthers have the No. 1 
scoring defense in the OVC, surren-
dering 14.8 points per game, the No. 
2 rushing and passing defense and a 
shot at the league title.
It took time, but the defense is 
getting into a rhythm and more im-
portantly it is starting to believe that 
it can be great.
“Our defense, with more and 
more games we get a little more 
swagger to us,” Fanti said. “We’re a 
little more confident out on the field 
and that helps going into the next 
game because we know how we have 
to play to win.”
Aldo Soto can be
reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiu.edu.
Defense gaining confidence after 28-3 win
By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
Tennessee Tech lost more than 
a game to Northern Iowa on Sept. 
27, it lost its entire offensive strat-
egy.
Entering his eighth season as 
the Golden Eagles’ coach Watson 
Brown introduced a new wrinkle 
into the Tennessee Tech offense.
Listed on his  roster  was  the 
“QW” position, meaning both of 
his quarterbacks, Darian Stone and 
Jared Davis, would be on the field 
at all times. One quarterback lined 
up at the traditional position, the 
“Q” while the other lined up as a 
wide receiver, the “W.”
The offense was structured to 
work around the tight ends, Brown 
said. In Cedar Falls, Iowa, Tennes-
see Tech lost 50-7, its tight ends 
and its playbook.
“ When  we  wen t  t o  Nor th -
ern Iowa and lost all of our tight 
ends in that game we just had to 
quit doing it because it was built 
around the tight end,” Brown said. 
Since then, the “QW” position 
has been obsolete, as Brown put 
Stone back as the starting quarter-
back.
An  en t i r e 
new of fense 
has also been 
put in place. 
Af ter  los ing 
three  games 
in a row, the 
Northern 
Iowa loss be-
ing the third, 
Tennes-
see Tech has 
gone 2-2 in the Ohio Valley Con-
ference.
“We had to completely change 
offenses because when you don’t 
have a tight end and now you’re 
playing with wide receivers and 
running backs and anybody that 
plays us, I’m sure is saying, ‘my 
gracious this isn’t the same team 
that it was four weeks ago,’” Brown 
said.
Since Stone has been placed 
as  the ful l-t ime starter,  he has 
been up and down, throwing four 
touchdown passes, while throwing 
four interceptions.
H e  d o e s 
have the abil-
ity to run and 
leads Tennes-
see Tech with 
306 rushing 
yards this sea-
son.
Eastern 
c o a c h  K i m 
Dameron said 
t h e  G o l d e n 
Eagles could 
be explosive on offense. Tennes-
see Tech was able to score 29 unan-
swered points in the fourth quar-
ter against Eastern Kentucky to 
win 39-31. Dameron said the one 
weapon he is paying attention to 
the most is running back Ladari-
us Vanlier.
“Very explosive, I mean he can 
run,” Dameron said. “He’s a little 
gut that can make you miss and all 
that. Stone and Vanlier are most of 
their firepower. They don’t really 
have a ton of guys outside that just 
scare you to death.”
Vanlier,  a 5-foot-8 junior,  is 
one of the smallest backs Eastern 
has encountered so far this sea-
son, Dameron said, as most of the 
previous rushers have been bigger, 
with the ability to power past de-
fenders.
Vanlier not only has two rush-
ing touchdowns this season, he 
has also been a weapon on special 
teams, scoring two punt returns for 
touchdowns and he also returned a 
kick off 99 yards for a touchdown. 
“He’s by far the quickest we’ve 
seen this  year,” Dameron said. 
“With bigger guys, obviously you 
try to tackle them low and get a lot 
of people to the football and it’s 
the same thing with little guys, it’s 
just you have to be careful of not 
going too low and letting him step 
over you. Your target moves up a 
little bit.”
Brown said his offense is now 
based around two running backs 
and three wide receivers, but that it 
has been difficult coming up with 
running plays without a viable op-
tion at a blocking tight end.
The Golden Eagles rank No. 7 
in rushing offense in OVC play, 
averaging 127.6 yards per game. 
Overa l l ,  the i r  o f f ense  averag-
es 354.2 yards per game. With a 
new system implemented after the 
fourth game of the season, Brown 
said he is proud of how his team 
has responded.
“ To change  s tu f f  l ike  we’ve 
changed and to be decent, you 
know, we’re not looking like a Chi-
nese fire drill,” Brown said. “I’m 
proud of these kids. They have re-
ally sucked their guts up and done 
a good job with it. I’m not saying 
we’re one of the best offenses in 
the league, but we’ve hung in there 
pretty good.”
Tennessee Tech’s offense wel-
comes Eastern, starting at 1:30 
p.m.  Sa tu rday  in  Cookev i l l e , 
Tenn., where the Panthers bring 
the OVC’s No. 1 scoring defense.
Aldo Soto can be reached
at 581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day:  #EIU men’s soccer loses to Northern Kentucky 1-0 on the road Wednesday.
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LeTrell ‘Snoop’ Viser, a junior guard for the Eastern men’s basketball team, is a transfer from Des Moines Area Community College, where he averaged 9.4 
points, 3.9 rebounds and two steals per game during the 2013-14 season.
By Jehad Abbed
Staff Reporter | @jehada
LeTrell Viser has been referred to as 
‘Snoop’ since before he was born.  
“Even my own mother still won’t call 
me by my birth name,” he said. “I’ve nev-
er heard her say ‘LeTrell.’” 
The 6-foot-2 junior guard said oth-
ers from his hometown of Aurora, who 
played basketball for the Panthers, are a 
reason why he decided to come to East-
ern.
He transferred from Des Moines Area 
Community College, where it was more 
difficult for his family to attend games. 
Viser was away from basketball for a year 
dealing with a family issue.
“I didn’t really have too many options,” 
Viser said.
He said he felt his year away from the 
game interrupted the recruiting process.
The choice to play at Eastern came late, 
but was made happily because his family 
can now be present at more games as op-
posed to his time at Des Moines. 
Viser said he does not feel that com-
ing from a junior college to a division I 
program is a disadvantage at all. He did 
notice a difference in the level of play al-
most immediately starting with individu-
al workouts. He shares a position with the 
Panthers’ senior guard Reggie Smith.  
“It’s always good battling with (Reggie) 
in practice,” Viser said. 
He was used to being the biggest, fast-
est and strongest player on the court be-
fore coming to Eastern. Viser has since re-
alized his approach to the game needed an 
adjustment. He sees himself as a shooter 
and somebody that can provide offense 
coming off the bench.
Smith played an average of 29.4 min-
utes per game last year and spent very lit-
tle time catching his breath. Viser knows 
that he can provide relief for Smith this 
year.
“They didn’t really have anybody that 
could step in and make baskets,” Viser 
said. “I feel like I could contribute to this 
program by doing that.”
He has been learning not only from 
Smith, but also the detail-oriented Pan-
thers’ coach Jay Spoonhour.
Viser said he noticed Spoonhour 
watches everybody closely during practice 
and makes sure that the whole team un-
derstands every play.  
“He got on my tail a few times,” Vis-
er said.
It is tough, but Snoop knows success 
starts with practice. He was very adamant 
about where he sees the Panthers going 
this year. The preseason rankings have 
Eastern sitting at 11th out of 12 teams in 
the Ohio Valley Conference. 
“It pissed me off,” Viser said.
He said the team feels disrespected and 
that it will be playing with a little bit of a 
chip on its shoulder.
Viser said the Panthers can win the 
conference this year with hopes of making 
the NCAA Tournament. 
“We talk about how everybody’s 
doubting we have a successful year,” he 
said “We’ve got to come out and shock 
everybody.”
Jehad Abbed can be reached
at 581-2812 or jaabbed@eiu.edu.
‘Snoop’ there it is
Viser fills new role at Eastern
By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s soccer team 
remained winless on the road this 
year, as the Panthers fell to North-
e rn  Kentucky  1-0  Wednesday 
night.
Eastern dropped to 3-11-1 on 
the season, while Northern Ken-
tucky improved to 4-8-4.
Eastern and Northern Kentucky 
had almost identical stats after the 
first half. They each had five shots 
with two of them being on goal.
Each goalkeeper had two saves 
in the first half. Eastern had the 
advantage in corner kicks 3-0 after 
45 minutes.
Things changed in the second 
half as Eastern only added four 
more shots, while only having one 
on goal. Northern Kentucky fired 
off 15 shots in the second half and 
had three on goal.
Eastern was outshot by Northern 
Kentucky 20-9 and had eight shots 
on goal to Eastern’s three.
Senior captain Jake Brillhart led 
Eastern with three shots and had 
one shot on goal. Seniors Chris Bo-
swell and Will Butler each had two 
shots and a shot on goal. Eric Mc-
Causland had just his second shot 
of the year that was blocked.
Eastern head coach Mark Han-
sen said he did not feel like the 
Panthers did what they wanted to 
do as a team. He said that they 
started to play like it when they 
went down a goal, but there defi-
nitely was not a lack of effort from 
the team.
Northern Kentucky’s Cian Mc-
Donald scored the games only goal 
in the 61st minute with a header 
over the reach of Mike Novotny.
This was his fifth goal of the sea-
son. McDonald played all 90 min-
utes and had six shots on goal, 
which was the team high.
Hansen wanted the team to play 
better in front of the net, but said 
they did not play better in that 
area Wednesday.
He  s a i d  th ey  h a d  m u l t i p l e 
chances to go 1-0 in the game and 
felt like they could have been the 
team with the lead.
Novotny s tar ted for  Eastern 
once again and made s ix  saves 
while giving up a goal. Novotny 
had to make five saves in the sec-
ond half. His record is now 2-9 on 
the season.
Toby Frohlich started for North-
ern Kentucky and earned his sec-
ond shutout of the season.
Frohlich had to make three saves 
in the game, two came in the first 
and one came in the second. He 
now has a 2-3 record on the season.
Hansen said Eastern needs to 
be able to step on the field and do 
what is asked of it.
He also said the Panthers have 
got to be able to make sure they 
don’t leave anything out and treat 
any moment like it’s their last.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
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